49O                             THE     MEDICI

down for a while in the green fields, that she might, amid the
quiet peace of country scenes, gain some rest of mind ^ and
allay her utter weariness of spirit at the political condition
of the country and her son's refusal to listen to her advice.

But Catherine had adopted France as her country, and
notwithstanding the long abuse she had endured from the
French, was as intensely national as if born a Frenchwoman,
And when she saw one third of the kingdom occupied by the
troops of the League, another third by those of Henry of
Navarre, a" German army also invading the country, and
France.threatened with complete dismemberment, she came
forth from her retirement to make one more effort to save the
country and her son's throne. War now raged over the whole
of France, but Catherine, though she was by this time sixty-
eight, set out on the last of her many journeys in the cause
of peace, one which required no little courage, and, tiavailing
through a large part of France which was in revolt from her
son, held a meeting with Henry of Navarre near Cognac.
This, however, produced only partial results, while news of
the alarming state of affairs in Pans, created by the machina-
tions of the League, necessitated her hurrying back to the
capital. On her way thither she heard at Mort, in February
1587, of Elizabeth of England having had Mary, Queen of
Scots, executed,91 that daughter-in-law to whom Catherine
had set Latin exercises, and of whom she had written twenty-
eight years before that she ahad only to smile to turn all
Frenchmen's heads.7' Elizabeth had put Mary to death be-
cause she was a dangerous rival to her throne, and on account
of the plots against herself of which Mary had become the
centre If it did not cross Catherine's own mind it must have
crossed the minds of others that Elizabeth's position in the
matter was exactly that in which Catherine had been placed in
December 1560 with regard to the Prince of Conde, and yet
that she had not acted as Elizabeth had done, even though
she would have had more excuse, since she had merely to